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Following all the December holidays, in these whitest days of winter, just as we realize that we 
cannot possibly honor all the New Year's Resolutions we've made, along comes MLK, Jr. Day, to 
remind us of our commitment to our national resolution as Americans. Lee Daniel's The Butler 
was one of the best films of the past year. In it he showed the saga of the civil rights movement 
from the eyes of the White House butler who served under five presidents. His impatient son was 
drawn to the Black Panthers, the more radical, violent offshoot of the black civil rights movement, 
while he himself favored the non-violent message preached and practiced by the late, great Rever-
end Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
His was a vision of all Americans of all backgrounds coming together peacefully to remind the 
country that liberty and justice was a right, envisioned by our founding fathers, which was guaran-
teed to ALL Americans, regardless of race and creed.  Therefore American Jews of the mid twen-
tieth century joined together to link arms and march with Dr. King, defying the racists and bigots 
who would deny equality to other Americans solely on the basis of skin color. American Jews of 
that time were born in a very prejudiced and bigoted America, and they personally experienced 
discrimination in the workplace and in education, and were physically attacked and beaten on 
charges of deicide. Of the three brave civil rights workers who gave their lives so that blacks in 
America could register to vote, Chaney, Schwerner and Goodman, the latter two were Jews who 
lived and died answering the prophetic call to justice and freedom espoused by the ancient proph-
ets of Israel. 
 
The Pew Report which came out this past October warns us of a dangerous trend in American 
Jewish life. By the middle of this century, American Judaism will become dominated by insular  
ultra-Orthodox Jews who pride themselves on their disconnect from the life of mainstream  
America, who turn their backs on any and all cultural trends in American life, except for gaming 
the political system to ensure the free flow of funding to their institutions. Our greatest achieve-
ment of the past century, the century of Conservative Judaism, was in American Jewry being the 
trend setters, movers and shakers who helped shape American life, its values and cultural norms, 
making it a more tolerant, free and inclusive society. 
 
Sadly, our very success has undermined our own survival. One can be a cultural participant and 
still keep Shabbat and follow the dietary laws. How did it come to be that on J-Date, one could 
see someone describing themselves as "I am a Conservative Jew, BUT I keep kosher?" The history 
of Conservative Judaism reveals that its birth and success lay precisely on its keeping the kosher 
laws, not on throwing out the ritual baby with the proverbial bathwater. At the ordination cere-
mony of the first class of rabbis to graduate from America's first Reform seminary, the traditional-
ists walked out when the banquet menu featured clams, mollusks and shrimp. Thus Conservative 
Judaism was born, paving the middle ground between slavish ritual obedience to the letter of the 
law, often ignoring its spirit, and wholesale rejection of the very same ritual law which guaranteed 
our continued existence as a distinct people throughout the vicissitudes of history.  As the great 
philosopher Achad Ha'am once quite accurately said, "more than Israel has kept the Sabbath, the 
Sabbath has kept Israel."      
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT …… 

  

 

Snow and ice have arrived in the Poconos and the roads leading to and from Temple Israel are often difficult to 
navigate. Minyans are smaller and plans for wintertime programs have been put on hold. Neighborhoods just 
ablaze with Christmas lights are once again dark. Tree branches are leafless and often encased in silvery ice. The 
air is cold and the sky is filled with gray storm clouds.  

My thoughts wander aimlessly across the Jewish calendar seeking something to celebrate. Chanukah is long past 
and Purim is months away. Suddenly visions of ugly brown dried pods pop into my mind and I hear my mother 
telling me to chew on them and enjoy the chocolaty flavor.  Then I remember a minor Jewish holiday which has 
fascinated me since childhood – Tu B’Shevat, the 15th of Shevat on the Jewish calendar—celebrated this year on 
Thursday, January 16, 2014. As a child I always mistranslated this special holiday as the New Year of the Trees 
and I admired my religion for granting a special holy day to the trees. I remember my parents planting trees in 
Israel – actually paying for trees to be planted through the Keren Kayemet Le Israel or the Jewish National 
Fund, as we know it here. And I remember actually planting little seedlings with my Rabbi in the freezing cold in 
Washington, DC. 

My father finally persuaded me that Tu B’Shevat is actually the day which marks the beginning of a “new year” 
for trees. I learned from him that this is the season when the earliest-blooming trees in Israel begin to emerge 
from winter and start a new fruit-bearing cycle. Legally, the “new year” for trees relates to the various tithes 
which are separated from produce grown in the Holy Land. These tithes differ from year to year in the seven-year 
shemittah cycle; the point at which a budding fruit is considered to belong to the next year of the cycle, the 15th of 
Shevat. While tithing did not really mean very much to me, the importance of the trees, the fruits of trees and the 
produce of the soil has remained with me to this day.  

As a child I learned that we mark the day of Tu B’Shevat not only by planting trees but also by eating fruit, par-
ticularly from the kinds that are singled out by the Torah in its praise of the bounty of the Holy Land: grapes, 
figs, pomegranates, olives and dates. And that is when I learned to eat (or at least to chew on) bokser – St. John’s 
Bread or carob.  

So as I wait for Purim to approach, I look forward to January 16 and to celebrating this minor holiday known as 
Tu B’Shevat. I will search for a new fruit to enjoy and I will even try my best to find bokser when I go to Queens. 
And as I did so many years ago, I will thank my religion for honoring the trees; I will thank my parents for giving 
me this beautiful heritage and yes, I will even thank my mother for urging me to eat bokser – those ugly, brown 
dried pods that taste like chocolate. 

Dr. Sandra Alfonsi 
President 
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  DEVINE COMMUNICATION 
                                by Norman Gebler  
In an early scene in Shakespeare’s tragedy, Hamlet, the brooding  
protagonist who has just experienced a traumatic visit and story from his  
slain father’s ghost, says to his loyal friend, Horatio, "There are more things in  
heaven and earth, Horatio, than are dreamed of in your Philosophy." Hamlet  
cannot be referring merely to the belief in the existence of human souls after  
death, for that belief was already an integral part of the Roman Catholic  
religion. So what "things in heaven and earth" could Hamlet have had in mind? 

Whatever the answer, it probably refers to matters beyond the scope of the known philoso-
phy and theology prevailing at that time. I suggest that it concerned the extraordinary event 
that Hamlet had recently experienced– the visitation and story of his father’s ghost – that 
prompted him to refer to the mysteries that exist beyond the scope of philosophy or a  
university education. 
 
The Torah is our primary source of information on this subject. In the Torah we learn that 
God speaks to Adam and Eve, to the Patriarchs, to Moses, to King David, to his son Solomon, 
and to His prophets. We speak to God in our prayers to Him, in our belief and faith in Him, 
and in our obedience to His commandments. The point is that communication between God 
and human beings may be in words or in the context of a seeming miraculous event. The  
Exodus, the division of the Red Sea, the giving of the Ten Commandments, the trek of the  
Israelites through the Wilderness to Canaan, the survival of the children of Israel despite    
enemy occupation, many years of exile and dispersion, attest to Divine intercession in behalf 
of His "Chosen People." In other words, these miraculous events do not need spoken words  
to assure the Israelites of Divine protection.  Just as a picture is said to be worth a thousand 
words, so can meaningful events convey a message: if we take the time and make the effort  
to search for one. 

Despite these modes of Divine communication, we are rarely aware of them today because  
of our busy involvement in the practical concerns of daily living. Besides, we tend to be  
skeptical and wary about experiences that we cannot weigh, measure, or actually perceive. 
Yet I believe that "God works in mysterious ways His wonders to perform," and that He  
communicates with us in non-verbal ways. For example, I have discovered that spending 
many weeks in the hospital and in rehabilitation was a blessing in disguise, for it gave me 
the opportunity to meditate on what seemed to be adverse experiences and to find their  
unexpected advantages. 

The Biblical story of Joseph provides an instructive example of God’s communicating with 
man by means of a prophetic dream-vision. When Joseph reveals his dream that he will  
become the leader of his family, his father Jacob and his envious brothers believe that his 
dream foretells the future. Their belief is vindicated when the story ends with Joseph’s  
becoming the Pharaoh’s overseer as a reward for his foreknowledge and advice on how to 
adapt to the impending seven years of drought that Egypt will suffer. 

Most people today would probably describe a prophetic dream-vision as just anecdotal,  
nothing more than a personal experience or coincidence. Thus far, direct Divine  
communication with humans cannot be empirically proved or disproved! 
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CHANUKAH 
2013 
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CHAI PROGRAM NEWS! 
 
Rabbi Melman, Principal 
Debbie Smith, Administrator 
 
Our Chanukah Celebration was spectacular! What started as about a dozen  
participants just six years ago when we launched our Indoor Candle Lighting  
Celebration has now become a tradition not to be missed, with some hundred people 
coming out each year. Who cannot take pride in our community coming together, both 
young and old, to celebrate our Chanukah traditions, to enjoy the hot latkes, to spin 
the dreidel for chocolate coins, to circle dance and snake dance to the amazing  
repertoire of Sasha from Moskva. But best of all was the glow of smiles of our children 
basking in the glow of the candles, creating memories to last a lifetime. That is the 
mission of our CHAI Program. We give our children the tools to take ownership 
of their Jewish identity and to feel proud to wear the mantle of their Jewish heritage, 
one day to pass it lovingly down to their own children, a precious heirloom 
bequeathed by their ancestors. Most of all, our children learn that we are not 
isolated and scattered families; we are a part of a larger Jewish community that  
celebrates their Judaism with pride.  
 
Do you know any Jewish children who are not receiving a Jewish education and who 
should be in our program? Give us a call today! 
 

COMMUNITY TU BISHVAT SEDER with the CHAI PROGRAM of Temple Israel of the Poconos. 
 
Although Tu Bishvat is officially on January 16, our Hebrew School will be observing it on Tuesday,  
January 14.  
 
Come celebrate the New Year of the Trees with the families of our Hebrew School.  Join us as  
Rabbi Melman leads the Tu Bishvat Seder, following the style of the Kabbalistic  Masters of Tzfat. 
 
Please contact Debbie Smith no later than Tuesday, January 7, if you are interested in joining us so 
that we can properly plan for this event. 
 
Free to members of Temple Israel of the Poconos.   Nominal $5.00 per person for the public. 
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Please be patient 

as we transform our newsletter 
to our new on-line format. 

 
As with anything new, 
it may take a few tries 

to get all the kinks worked out. 
 

You will see in the coming months 
that our newsletter is becoming more  

vivid in color and more modern  
in formatting.   

 
Thank you for your patience. 
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FROM YOUR  WARM  &  YUMMY  TEMPLE KITCHEN 
 
Yes, this is really the warmest place in our Temple. So we gladly prepare our  
Kiddush Luncheons there and they have been wonderfully numerous.  Our  
December was completely full, and when someone called me to sponsor a Kiddush 
Luncheon, I felt very badly saying I could not accommodate him.  Why am I telling 
you this, you might ask.  Well, if you know, and you do, that you have an  
upcoming birthday or a yahrzeit that you want to sponsor a Kiddush Luncheon for, 
you need to let me know in advance.  Do you know that February 22 has already 
been booked for Merle uritz's birthday?  AND, May4  will be Barry's 70th birthday 
and that is already booked for him?   

I would also suggest, that however wonderful it is to tell me when you see me in 
Shul, I can't write anything down then, and by the time I'm able to, I could forget 
(not wanting to). So please, I would really appreciate it if you would call or email 
me with the details so I will make it your special Kiddush Luncheon. OK?  Thank 
you. 

Well, in November we had our dinner concert that was such a huge success thanks 
to Barbara, Sandra and Bernie for all your help. 

Our Chanukah Menorah lighting with Latkes and jelly doughnuts was a huge  
success and special extra thanks to our crew:  Sandra, Barry and Bernie who all 
helped make the Latkes.  The music and children singing made it truly festive. 

During this chilly season, I hope you stay safe and warm. 
 
Respectfully, 
Lois LaBarca 
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On Sunday, November 24, 2013, Temple Israel of  
the Poconos and the Jewish Resource Center of the  
Poconos joined forces and resources to give gifts of  
Kosher turkeys and all of the trimmings to the Jewish 
Community of the Poconos as they prepare to cele-
brate Chanukah and Thanksgiving. The two holidays 
will overlap for the first time in almost 100 years.  

Temple Israel of the Poconos and the Jewish Resource 
Center of the Poconos express their thanks to the new 
Price Chopper in Marshalls Creek for their generosity 
and kindness in making this project a reality.  

In the photos: 

Rabbi Baruch Melman of Temple Israel of the Poconos 

Rabbi Yehuda Salkow of the Jewish Resource Center of 
the Poconos 
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Question: 
Dear Rabbi, 
 
Question: 
 
Rabbi, why in our dietary laws do we wait between eating meat and eating milk? 
 
Thank you, 
Tired of Waiting 

 
 
Dear Tired, 
 
No cheeseburgers for you! 
 
You ask an extremely good question: why do we traditionally wait after consuming meat before we may eat dairy prod-
ucts?  It is to teach us compassion. Three times in the Torah, Scripture instructs us "not to seethe a kid in its mother's 
milk," which reads in Hebrew, "lo tivashel gedi bechalev imo." The Torah only says "Thou shalt not murder" just once. 
You would think that once would be sufficient. Then again, maybe not, for there are still too many murders happening in 
the world, but we don't see baby goats boiling in its own mother's milk all too often, at least in this country. So maybe the 
more repetition the better.  
 
The rabbis explain the three-fold repetition as meaning we should not literally boil a kid in its own mother's milk. And that 
it should also apply to all animals which give milk to their offspring, such as sheep and cows, and not solely goats. And 
that it applies to all milk, not only that particular animal's own mother's milk. Additionally, it means we should not benefit  
from the mixing of milk and meat, either financially, or just mixing them together, even without boiling them. 
 
What does that have to do with teaching us compassion? It is literally, metaphorically, as well as symbolically teaching 
us that animals have emotions, just as humans do. And that the maternal instinct in the animal kingdom is the strongest 
of all the instincts, and one which we humans also share with animals, particularly with mammals. There is a special 
bond, operating across all species, wherein mothers bond with their offspring, sharing a strong emotional connection. 
Even birds share this bond between mothers and their children, for when we go to take eggs from a bird's nest, the  
Torah mandates that we first chase away the mother bird so that she does not experience the emotional pain of seeing 
her children taken from her, whether as baby birds, or even as eggs. 
 
The ramifications of this understanding are profound. When we understand that it truly is forbidden to be cruel to  
animals, either physically or emotionally, it restructures our whole understanding and relationship to the animal world. 
Indeed, there are, according to our tradition, seven mitzwoth which are given to all the nations of the world to be  
followed, among the 613 which were given to Israel. Among those seven is the mitzvah against cruelty to animals: Tzaar 
Baalei Hayyim, literally, "pity for those creatures which have life." We are commanded not to "tear the limb off of a living 
animal (aiver min haChai). Why would anyone even think of doing such a gross act? Apparently people must have done 
it, or else there would not have been a law against it! Quite possibly it seems that in the days before refrigeration, one 
could get the freshest meat by cutting off one leg off of the animal at a time, when it was alive, and then revisit the other 
legs for fresh meat at some other point in the near future. Of course this is unbelievable cruel. The Romans were  
particularly cruel, and painfully and slowly asphyxiated tens of thousands through crucifixion. And on Yom Kippur we 
recall the painfully cruel deaths of the ten martyred sages of Israel.  And during the Inquisition those found to be secretly 
practicing Judaism were torn limb from limb on the rack and were burned alive on the stake, with clothes soaked in  
water to retard the burning and prolong the agony. 
 
But just as we can find cruel people today, especially among workers in industrial slaughter houses and African ivory 
tusk elephant poachers and the people who buy them, there were cruel people in ancient days as well. And not so  
ancient. During the Chmielnitzki massacres of 1648-49, the Ukrainians tore babies from the wombs of pregnant Jewish 
women and sewed live cats inside them. And of course the unrivaled cruelty of the Nazis and their allies. The examples 
throughout history are endless.  Humankind's essential instinctual drives are often cruel, barbaric and brutish, and it is 
the Torah's mission to come and rein in those instinctive animal drives and teach people to develop a kinder, more gen-
tle and compassionate nature, in accordance with the belief that we were created in Hashem's image. Like having 
crooked teeth, cruelty is an aberration. And just as we may use orthodontics, we must instill kindness in the child when 
he or she is still young, to properly guide the child to follow a straight, moral and compassionate path. 
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THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING FOR THEIR GENEROUS  
DONATIONS TO TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS 

GENERAL DONATIONS 
Albert & Sylvia Ferrara    Norman Hirschhorn 
Eugene Glantz     Paul Solomon 
Leigh Stelzer 

SPONSORED KIDDUSH-LUNCHEONS 
Paul Solomon 

Howard Farber 

YAHRZEIT DONATIONS 
Herb Rosen—in memory of Mollie Rosen 

Edith Giblin—in memory of Rebecca Nesson 
Myra Kyle– in memory of Felicia Susan Kyle 

Samuel Newman—in memory of Minda Newman Hart 
Samuel Newman—in memory of Morris J. Newman 

  

RABBI DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Paul Solomon 

CONTINUED FROM ASK THE RABBI (PAGE 10) 
 
There are many who say that the ideal diet is a plant based diet, as expressed in the Genesis Eden narrative, and that 
eating meat is but a concession to our carnivorous instincts. Therefore the Torah comes to rein in that animal lust with 
its regulations and rules with which to raise it up from its debased instinctual drives in an attempt to make us holy. The 
same as it does with rules regarding marriage, attempting to regulate and elevate the baser instinctual drives that con-
trol much of human energy and behavior. So I would agree that vegetarianism is an ideal for which to strive, but having 
said that, the myriad laws surrounding kashruth ideally reinforce the habit and training of developing a more compas-
sionate oriented personality, if one gave it the proper reflection which it deserves.  And contrary to the viral myth, Hitler 
was NOT a vegetarian, as many have falsely claimed. So those who embrace it should be only encouraged, and taught 
to eat rice and beans together, so that with the full complement of enzymes, the body may receive the proper protein it 
requires in a meatless diet. 
 
Our ancestors ate meat only on holidays, in the context of offerings of thanks and well being. The priests, on the other 
hand, as a by product of their profession ate meat almost exclusively, and suffered from high rates of gout. While some 
advocate for the complete elimination of all meat consumption in the human diet, perhaps, as always, a middle ground 
can and must be explored. The essential cruelty in meat consumption lies in its factory farm industrial context.  The 
shochet of old would often even cry over the life about to be taken. 
 
Today, fortunately, there are many young ecologically minded Jews who have gone back to the land and are raising  
animals in very open pastoral settings, completely devoid of any industrial trappings. Now chickens and all poultry are 
not mammals, and our ancestors often would eat them weekly on Shabbat. And yet we are not to mix chicken and 
dairy, either. But that discussion is for another day... 
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 HESSED FUND  
Hessed is a Hebrew word meaning kindness and a reaching out to other people.  

 It is the way you can express sympathy, warm wishes or celebrate simchas for  any one within or outside the Jewish  
community.  If you would like something included here: 

Call Suzanne Tremper at 588-6148.    
Please leave all the information on the machine so Suzanne doesn’t need to call you back.  

OR 
Better than telephone, is contacting Suzanne by e-mail at suebah@ptd.net.   That's the best! 

 

If you would like us to send a card to a person who is not a Temple Israel person, you must include the recipient’s address when 
giving Suzanne the information.    Cards are usually sent within three days of the request. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

To Mark Fineberg, Renee Fineberg 
and families 

In memory of Manny, loving father,  
grandfather and brother 

from 
Sandra Alfonsi 

Bernie & Lois Driller 
June & Howard Farber 

Esther Graves 
Marlena Magnes 

Sara McGowan & Family 
Sam & Maryjane Newman 

Herb & Sylvia Rosen 
Barry & Suzanne Tremper  

 To Robin & Jeff Bair & Family 
In loving memory of your Mother 

from 
Ed & Bobbie Krawitz 

 To Deb Gabor 
In loving memory of your Mother, Esther 

from 
Dorothy Salzman 

Ed & Chel Kuschner 

To Jack Bernbaum 
best wishes for a r’fua sh’leima 

from 
Sandra Alfonsi 

Bernie & Lois Driller 
Howard & June Farber 

Art Glantz 
Esther Graves 

Ed & Bobbie Krawitz 
Sam & Maryjane Newman 

Howard & Ruth Popkin 
Myra & Jay Roseman 
Herb & Sylvia Rosen 

Michelle & Dylan Star 
Patrice Summa 

Barry & Suzanne Tremper 
Merle Turitz & Sons 

To the Family of 
Leah Silverwater 

in memory of Leah, loving mother, grand-
mother, great-grandmother and sister 

from 
Sandra Alfonsi 

Irv & Edie Effross 
Art Glantz 

Ed & Bobbie Krawitz 
Herb & Sylvia Rosen 

Michelle & Dylan Star 
Barry & Suzanne Tremper 
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If you are  celebrating a milestone year, whether it 
be birthday or anniversary, please let me know so 
others may celebrate with you. 
 
Contact:  Suzanne Tremper 
588-6148 or suebah@ptd.net 

January Birthdays 
January 01 Steve Goldstein  

Cindy Blake 
January 09 Myra Goldberg 

January 13 George Vogel 

January 15 Jackie Speicher 

January 16 Rosa Brownstein 

January 17 Ivan Margolies 

January 18 Turey Rodriguez 

January 24 Daniel Hertz 

January 28 Marc Wolfe 
Michelle Star 

January 30 Marshall Ruben 

January Anniversaries 

January 19 Russel & Rebecca Bear 

January 26 Charles & Caron Manley 
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January  Yahrzeit List 

January 1 Tevet 29 Sophie Pollan 

January 2 Shevat 01 Maurice Cantor 
Emanuel Greenfield 

January 3 Shevat 02 Leo Liebman 

January 5 Shevat 04 Abraham Gillette 
Herman Berman 
Thelma Reiter 

January 6 Shevat 05 Esther Zubow 
Marcia Sagofsky 

January 7 Shevat 06 Sam Block 
Rebecca Cohen 
Katherine Anderson 
Mary Merkin 

January 8 Shevat 07 Martha Manley 
Rhoda Schuchman 

January 10 Shevat 09 Birdie Steir 
Louis Katz 

January 11 Shevat 10 Ida Odzer 
Sheldon Weisman 
Bernice Pollan 
Louis Rosenblum 

January 13 Shevat 12 Davora Ehrlich 
Minnie Ehrlichman 

January 14 Shevat 13 Regina Brown 
Rose Rubin Glantz 
Rebecca Lax 
Leo Cabelly 

January 15 Shevat 14 Miriam Cahn 
Simon Krawitz 

January 16 Shevat 15 Ben Meyers 
Bernard Postol 
Lois Crawn 
Julius Polinger 

January 17 Shevat 16 Dorothy Reiter 

January 19 Shevat 18 Gertrude Sommers 
Kathryn Petie Cohen 
Harry Magnes  
Esther Iskowitz 
Rachel Forster 

January 21 Shevat 20 Barney Katon 
Morris Zimmerman 

January 23 Shevat 22 Julius Rabinowitz 
Mamie Farber 

January 24 Shevat 23 Isaac Yenofsky 

January 26 Shevat 25 Benjamin Kimmel 
Sylvia Zacher 
Floyd Crawn, Sr 

January 27 Shevat 26 Rose Beckenstein 
Sarah Getz 
David Vogel 
Fannier Blick 

January 28 Shevat 27 Marion Bornstein 
Jacob Isaac 

January 29 Shevat 28 Marilyn Margolies 

January 30 Shevat 29 Samuel Land 
Florence Edelstein 
Sarah Brown 

January 31 Shevat 30 Chaim Berlin 
Harold Cheslow 
Harry Krumper 
Victor Taylor 

Memorial candle is lit the evening prior to the  
dates listed above. 
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February 12 Adar 12 Harry Kleinfeld 

February 14 Adar 14 Rachel Solomon 

February 15 Adar 15 Melisse Rosen Shifrin 

February 16 Adar 16 Henry Reader 
Frances Isaac 
Alfred Berkhof 
Ida Rood 

February 17 Adar 17 Harry Hymowitz 
Morris Friedman 
Frederick Berkowitz 

February 18 Adar 18 Benjamin Gelber 
Marshall Feinsilber 

February 21 Adar 21 Mordecai Levy 
Louis Beckenstein 

February 22 Adar 22 Alexandra Starr 

February 23 Adar 23 Jeffrey Greenfield 
Sidney Wolfe 
Louis Nadelman 
Isidore Diamond 
Max Effross 

February 25 Adar 25 Jonathan Sandler 
Myriam Monsonego 
Aryeh Sandler 
Gavriel Sandler 

February 26 Adar 26 Nettie Oloff 

February 27 Adar 27 Isidore Kaufman 
Ceila Soloman 

February 1 Adar 01 Sadie Nadelman 
Ruth Parish 
Steve Philippsberg 

February 2 Adar 02 Lillian Berkhof 
Ruth Josephs 
Meyer Woodnick 
Myrna Levin 

February 4 Adar 04 Gertrude Kimmel 
Julius Kronitz 
George A. Zussman 

February 5 Adar 05 Gertrude Bodenstein 

February 6 Adar 06 Yetta Silverman 

February 7 Adar 07 Irving Jacobs 
Solomon Gabin 
Rose Dwoskin 

February 8 Adar 08 Rose Summers 
Benjamin Wilkins 
Samuel Libfield 
Jack Goliger 

February 9 Adar 09 Rose Berger 
Bernard G. Levy 
Milton Miller 
Emil Hertz 
Harold Levin 
Morris Cantor 

February 10 Adar 10 Nathan Garfinkel 
Lisbeth Breslauer 

February 11 Adar 11 Mae Block 

February  Yahrzeit List 

Memorial candle is lit the evening prior to the  
dates listed above. 
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NOW IT’S EASIER THAN EVER BEFORE TO SPONSOR AN  
ONEG OR A KIDDUSH LUNCHEON 

 

YOU CAN CELEBRATE A BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY, LIFE  
CYCLE EVENT OR JUST BECAUSE..... 

 TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS  
KOSHER KITCHEN ANNOUNCES 

SHABBAT ONEG AND KIDDUSH LUNCHEONS 
    

Friday Night Oneg: $75 
Package includes cakes, cookies, fresh fruit in season, hot  
coffee, milk, sweeteners, seltzer and cold beverages. 
  
Shabbat Kiddush-Luncheon: $125 
Package includes 4 different salads, veggie platter, fresh fruits 
of the season, assorted cakes and/or cookies, hot coffee, milk, 
sweeteners, seltzer/cold beverages. 
 

Each package is priced for 25 people.    
  

 Other special request items (including lox) are available upon 
request and for an additional fee; please contact me to design 
your own special event. For scheduling, availability and more 

information contact:  Lois LaBarca at 421-6103   
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WE  ALL HAVE SIMCHAS AND NACHES IN OUR LIFE 
CELEBRATE AND COMMEMORATE WITH ANY OF THE FOLLOWING... 

 

SEND WARM THOUGHTS 
Give Suzanne Tremper a call at 588-6148 or e-mail her at suebah@ptd.net and let someone 
know you’re thinking of them. For a small contribution to the Hessed Fund, Suzanne will 

send a card wishing a Happy Birthday, Congratulations, Mazel Tov, Get Well or Condolences.   
A notice will appear in this bulletin, as well.  When you call, please leave all the information 

needed. 
 

TREE OF LIFE AND MEMORIALS 
Add a leaf to the Tree of Life to celebrate births, birthdays, marriages, bar and bat mitzvahs, or 

any other special event for a minimum contribution of $150. Remember loved ones with a 
Memorial Plaque at a minimum contribution of $600 for members, $850 for non-members. 

Contact Suzanne Tremper at 588-6148. 
 

ENDOWMENT FUND 
Hey, it’s always a great time to make a contribution. Make your check out to “Temple Israel.” 

Another thought to consider, remember Temple Israel in your will.  
Call Herb Rosen at 424-1161 with any questions. 

Honor or Remember Someone Special 
with a Bookplate 

 

 A bookplate can be placed in a Siddur, the 
weekly prayer book we use every Friday evening 
and Shabbat morning, or in a machzor, the prayer 
book which is used on the High Holidays.  
Remember a special occasion such as a birthday, 
anniversary, bnei mitzvah or any other occasion you 
want to note for a relative or friend.  You can also 
place a dedication in someone’s memory.  A 
nameplate with the donor, recipient, and occasion 
will be inserted.  The minimum donation is $50.   

                         Contact Herb Rosen, 424-1161, or at herbr12@ptd.net. 

Do you need a  Mi Sheberach Recited? 
 

 When you can’t make services, but would like a prayer said on behalf of someone 
important to you, please don’t hesitate to call the synagogue and leave a message  

on the Temple answering machine for Rabbi Melman so that your prayers  
will be included in our services. 
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FROM YOUR MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE…..  

we offer you a challenge! 
 

We need everyone to help with this.  Surely you know individuals and  
families who have no affiliation with a Synagogue.   

Encourage them to become members of our Temple Israel Family!    
 

 
If every family brings in one individual or family,  

think of the possibilities! 
 
 

At Temple events, be they regular Shabbat Services or a social occasion,  
introduce yourself to anyone you don’t recognize.  You’ll make new friends 

and assist us in enlarging our family. 
 

YOU CAN BE PART OF OUR SUCCESS!! 
 

 For information please contact: 
 

Sandra Alfonsi 
223-7062 

sanalfonsi@aol.com 
 
 

or Temple Israel 421-8781  

Please leave a phone number so that we may return your call. 
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All submissions are subject to review by the editorial committee.   

Please submit all articles for consideration to: 

Barbara Rosenberg 

894- 4537 or barb74@ptd.net 

PLEASE NOTE THE DEADLINE FOR THE 
NEXT ISSUE OF  YOUR NEWSLETTER: 
FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER: JANUARY 10 

Temple Israel of the Poconos is located at 711 Wallace Street 
in Stroudsburg. Friday evening services begin at 7:00 p.m. and  

Saturday Shabbat Services begin at 9:30 a.m. 
ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Temple Israel Newsletter, Edition 593/January 2014, published  
monthly at Temple Israel of the Poconos, 711 Wallace Street,  
Stroudsburg, PA  18360.  (570) 421-8781/tipoc@ptd.net.   
 
For information concerning this publication contact Barbara Rosenberg, 
Editor, (570) 894-4537/barb74@ptd.net. 
 
Now on the web at:  www.templeisraelofthepoconos.org 


